The Water-Carrier

In the hesped, eulogy, rendered by Horav Shmuel Auerbach, Shlita, for his father, Horav
Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach, zl, he emphasized his father's overwhelming compassion and empathy for
his fellow man. He related that his father would often recount an incident concerning the saintly Horav
Baruch Frankel Teumim, zl, the Baruch Taam, whose son entered into a shidduch, matrimonial match,
with the daughter of a well-known wealthy man. It happened that during that time the town's water-
carrier became ill. The Baruch Taam was distraught over the man's illness. He could not eat. He prayed
incessantly for him to return to good health. He was so overcome with concern for this man's welfare
that he personally became visibly transformed. His mechutanim, parents of his future daughter-in-law,
came to town for a visit and were taken aback by his changed appearance. The first thing that came to
their mind was that he had regrets regarding the shidduch, match. The parents of the girl asked,
"Perhaps the rav is unhappy with the shidduch and would like to retract?"

The family responded that this was not the case. The distress was the result of his concern for
the water-carrier. When the girl's mother heard this, she approached the Baruch Taam and said, "I can
understand that the rav is concerned about the water-carrier, but is this not a bit too much? It is hurting
the rav's health."



