
Rent Payment
It is told that when the Chafetz Chaim was a young man, a widow in his city could not pay her 

rent. Her landlord attempted to evict her in the dead of winter, but to no avail. So, what did this 
"paragon" of human decency do? He removed the roof over her head, leaving her exposed to the harsh 
cold and elements. The townspeople were indignant and up in arms. Even this did not move the 
landlord. He remained intractable despite public censure, forcing the poor widow out into the cold. The 
Chafetz Chaim said nothing, but set the incident aside in his memory, waiting to see what punishment 
the landlord would receive. After all, the Torah says that Hashem will listen to the pleas of the widow. 
In no way could such an inhuman act take place without severe retribution from Hashem. It took ten 
years, a period of time during which most people, especially the perpetrator, forgot about the cruel 
incident, but Hashem did not forget. The landlord was walking outside and was bitten by a mad dog. 
Before long, he died after intense suffering. Interestingly, most people would never have correlated the 
two incidents. That is an unfortunate trait of human nature. 


