Internal Belief

There is no other transgression in the Torah whereby the Torah itself demands that we distance
ourselves from it. Hashem is the essence of truth and He absolutely abhors falsehood. The Bais Halevi
was well-known for his incredible integrity. Every word that left his mouth was the height of veracity.
When he was rav in the city of Slutzk prior to accepting the rabbanus in Brisk, the beginnings of the
Haskalah, Enlightenment, were taking root in the community. One day, a group of communal leaders
came to him lamenting the fact that apostasy was beginning to seize the community. Heresy was
rearing its ugly head and its tentacles were reaching into all areas of Jewish spectrum.

Rav Yoshe Ber looked at them with serious eyes and said, "What do you expect? Truth always
wins out."

"What is the rav saying?" they asked incredulously. "How can the rav give credibility to kefirah,
heresy?"

The rav looked them straight in the eyes and said, "I never said that they were correct. No! They
are absolutely wrong in their beliefs, but they are sincere and truly believe in what they expound. Their
heresy is founded in truth. They are true apostates! Therefore, they are successful. Regrettably, many of
those among us are not really true yirei Shomayim, G-d-fearing. They are only acting outwardly as
devout and pious Jews, but internally they do not really believe."



